ENDING ANTI-TRANSGENDER
VIOLENCE
Transgender people today face an epidemic of antitrans violence. Whether it occurs on our streets, in
our schools, in our homes, or even comes from law
enforcement or other officials, staggering levels of
violence persist even as trans equality advances. The
annual Transgender Day of Remembrance serves as
a somber reminder of the losses suffered because
of senseless and unjust acts of cruelty against transgender people. Twenty-six percent of respondents in
the National Transgender Discrimination Survey have
been physically assaulted on at least one occasion
because of anti-trans bias1. Transgender women
are disproportionately affected, with 50% of lethal
anti-LGBT hate crimes committed against trans women
and girls2. At the same time, 50% of transgender
people report they are uncomfortable seeking police
assistance3.
On October 28, 2009, President Obama made history
by signing the Matthew Shepard and James Byrd Jr.
Hate Crimes Prevention Act, marking the first time
transgender people have been specifically protected
under federal law. The law added gender identity to the
categories included in existing federal hate crimes law
and allowed local governments to receive assistance
from the federal government to address hate crimes
against transgender people. NCTE worked with the
Department of Justice to implement this law and to
enhance its work with local communities to prevent
and respond to hate crimes. The Department of Justice

has also pursued investigations of alleged abuse of
transgender people by police and prison officials. And
in November 2011, officials from across the Obama
Administration met with NCTE and other anti-violence
advocates at the White House to discuss strategies to
combat anti-transgender violence.

Policy steps
• Congress should reauthorize the Violence Against
Women Act (VAWA), and should expressly prohibit
discrimination in VAWA-funded programs based on
gender identity and sexual orientation.
• The Department of Justice should issue program
guidance to clarify the application of the Violence
Against Women At and the Victims of Crime Act to
LGBT people, so that local agencies understand
their obligation to serve LGBT individuals.
• The Department of Justice should make nondiscrimination on the basis of gender identity and
sexual orientation a mandatory condition of eligibility for federal crime prevention, investigation, and
prosecution funding.
• The Department of Justice should require that
gender identity and sexual orientation data be collected whenever demographic data is collected in
programs for victims of crime.
• The Department of Justice should develop training
materials for law enforcement officials and victim
service providers to promote cultural competence
for working with transgender people.

1 Injustice at Every Turn: A Report of the National Transgender
Discrimination Survey, at 80.
2 National Coalition of Anti-Violence Programs, Hate Violence
Against Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer and
HIV-Affected Communities in the United States in 2010. New
York, NY: NCAVP (2011). Available at: http://avp.org/documents/
NCAVPHateViolenceReport2011Finaledjlfinaledits.pdf.
3 Injustice at Every Turn: A Report of the National Transgender
Discrimination Survey, at 162.
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